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DISCIPLINE PROCEDURE 

The SAUCNA Board, in response to concerns from the Umpire’s subcommittee, have endorsed the 
following procedures to be put into practice IMMEDIATELY in an attempt to kerb the levels of abuse 
being experienced by umpires over the past two years.  Netball Australia has advised Associations 
that they are able to implement such procedures in local competitions. 

Coaches/Team Officials/Team Bench players 

• Any team official who is located on the team bench is subject to the INF Rule 13.3 and as 
such the umpire may Caution, Warn or order that the person be removed from the playing 
area. 

• Should the official be subject to the last option, removal from the playing area, and that 
person refuses to leave then the umpire will ask the away team timer to set 30 seconds on 
the clock. After this time if the person still remains then that team will forfeit the match and 
a forfeit score for the relevant match level will apply. 

• The umpires will call time, inform both captains, ensure the scorers both identify on the 
cards that the match is a forfeit and then both umpires leave the court to the safety of 
Management to advise what they have done. 

• The scorecards can be signed by the umpires at a later time. 

Spectators 

• Spectators are bound by the SAUCNA Spectator Behaviour Policy. 

• If the umpire is able to identify a spectator contravening this policy, the umpire will hold 
time and then a warning shall be issued by the umpire to the spectator/s concerned. 

• If the behaviour continues the umpire will hold time and request that the spectator/s 
remove themselves from the playing area (definition needed). 

• If the spectator/s  refuses to leave then the umpire will ask the away team timer to set 30 
seconds on the clock. After this time if the person still remains then that team will forfeit the 
match and a forfeit score for the relevant match level will apply. 

• The umpires will call time, inform both captains, ensure the scorers both identify on the 
cards that the match is a forfeit and then both umpires leave the court to the safety of 
Management to advise what they have done. 

• The scorecards can be signed by the umpires at a later time. 

  

In the procedure above the term “playing area” can be defined as follows: 

• Where the netball courts being used are located on private property (eg church or school 
grounds) the person being removed can be asked to leave the property or at least far 
enough away from the court that they cannot be seen or heard by any players, officials or 
spectators. 

• Where the courts are located on public land, eg Association Courts, parklands or other parks, 
the person being removed must move at least the equivalent of one court away from the 



Discipline Procedure    May 2019 
 

court the match is being played on so as they cannot be seen or heard by any players, 
officials or spectators. 

  

  

 


